
Glenfarg Renewable Energy Association 
 
 
Minutes of Management Committee Meeting, October 2nd, 2014 Glenfarg TC. 
 
 
Present; Ced Wilkins, Ali Johnston, David Aird, Tim Corcoran, Neil Lindsay, 
Andrew Morton  
 
Apologies: Simon Morton, Robin Watson, Barbara Whiting 
 

 

 
Minutes of Meeting of September 10th  
 
Approved. 
 

 

 
Matters arising 
  
Ced mentioned his discussion with a local Landscape Architect experienced 
in renewable energy projects.  She offered to provide informal input to the 
Association regarding landscape issues at an appropriate time.  This offer 
was warmly welcomed by the Committee.  
 
It was agreed that, having heard the presentation by Foundation Scotland at 
the last meeting, it made good sense to adopt this approach to income 
distribution. Later in the meeting, however, ways were discussed of 
ensuring that some profits from one scheme could be used to kick-start 
another scheme.  It was considered that this would be both possible and 
desirable but would need to be done on the understanding that another 
scheme would also be for community benefit and not for private gain. 
 

 

 
Wind Turbine Update 
 
Cedric has submitted the application to FCS and received 
acknowledgement.  FCS were yet to reply.  He agreed to speak to FCS to 
find out if there was any progress. The Metmast at Temple Hill will have 
recorded some useful data during its service and it may be possible to buy 
this information from the owners. Such a purchase could be beneficial to 
both sides. 
 
It was agreed that it made sense to set up a separate company (probably a 
Bencom) to undertake each project (wind, solar and hydro). (See further 
discussion below) 
 

 
 
 

 
Hydro study. 
 

 
 
 



Richard Johnson’s report was studied and it was decided that it did fulfil the 
brief and that his bill should be paid by making a claim to CARES against 
the grant already awarded. Two leading schemes were selected for further 
analysis: Glenfarg, including Binn and Mill streams, and the Reservoir 
compensation flow. The Water of May and Slateford Burn, into the Earn 
catchment were considered for future investigation. A meeting between 
reps from GREA and Scottish Water has been arranged for 9am on October 
24th. Ced and Tim, and if possible, Ali are to attend together with Richard 
Johnson of MNV. On the agenda would be the above mentioned schemes 
various schemes, grid connections and joint ventures, and also whether SW 
have a community scheme to assist local energy groups or similar.  
 
Neil has an approaching meeting with John Ferguson of Binn Industries to 
catch up with info about the energy farm. He is to discuss some symbiosis 
concerning the Mill and Binn burns at this meeting.  It was noted that these 
water courses lay within the Abernethy CC area. 
   
Andrew agreed to provide an outline brief for the next stage of investigation 
of a scheme within the glen. 
   

 
 

 
Photo Voltaic 
 
Neil declared an interest which was discussed. It was decided that, at this 
stage it was a complementary rather than a conflicting interest and 
therefore he should continue to sit in the meeting.  Neil then updated the 
group on his progress so far.  There was no movement on Grid connection 
except that the initial interactive application by Lakini had lapsed and so we 
had to apply again. All other applicants were in a similar position.  Costs 
were to be around £600k, enhanced by the need for an underground 
jointing for thermal dissipation purposes. Once the scheme was finalised, 
this connection would be looked at in greater detail.  
 
Neil has received a letter of support for the proposal from the Community 
Council.  He also requested that the Association clarify its intent to acquire 
the solar project once it was consented.  It was agreed that, subject to 
satisfactory, independent due diligence, this was indeed the intent. Neil is 
hoping to be able to meet Geoff Brown, the site owner, within the next two 
weeks. 
 
Andrew introduced the idea of directional vanes to maximise output away 
from the lunchtime demand trough.  Neil stated that he would soon be 
meeting a technical expert and would put this possibility to him. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neil 
 
 

 
Organisation, Finance and Legal 
 
It was agreed that GREA would set up different corporate entities (most 
likely Bencoms) for each of the three projects: wind, hydro and solar.  Each 
of these entities would be Single Purpose Ventures, SPV’s, and would 

 
 
 
 
 



contract with a charitable trust (such as Foundation Scotland) to deliver 
services to ensure the proper distribution of funds for community benefit.  In 
each case, the Bencom would mandate all its profits (after investor returns) 
to the charitable trust.  The Association, GREA, could continue in existence 
in order to manage that process and to ensure communication with and 
support of the community and its membership, which would be drawn from 
the wider community. 
 
It was agreed that the work on the Hydro schemes should proceed with 
further support from CARES pre-feasibility money.  This would be required 
for legal fees and further technical work required for detailed design. A new 
application would be required to CARES.  It is likely that this would exhaust 
the prefeasibility money available (up to £10k).  In this event - and given 
that as an Association, we have already done the essential pre-feasibility 
work relative to a wind turbine at Jubilee plantation - it will be necessary to 
pursue CARES support for that scheme as a loan.  The loan application 
would be made by a wind SPV and the Association would need to apply 
(probably to the Lochelbank Trust) for legal fees to establish a suitable 
company to undertake the wind project.  Lakini, the company owned by Neil 
Lindsey, has already submitted a CARES Loan application for the solar 
project.  This application is currently under consideration by Local Energy 
Scotland  
 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting  was arranged for November 4th  at 20.00 most likely in 
the Tennis Clubhouse. 
 

 
 
 
 

All Note 

. 


